
Validus Preparatory Academy 
R.A.F.T. Writing Product Invitation

Class: Advanced Algebra, Mr. Dunseith
Expedition: The Age of Independence, Class of 2012

Investigation 1: Should We Raise the Gas Tax?
First draft due Friday, September 8, 2010

Final draft due Friday, September 15, 2010

Situation:
On September 1, 2010, Senator George Voinovich of Ohio was on national television making 
his case that the United States government should raise the Federal gas tax by 10 cents per 
gallon.  In this R.A.F.T. writing assignment, you will take on the same role, as a Senator making 
your case to the U.S. people for or against the gas tax.     

Role: You are a U.S. Senator, and you are scheduled to be interviewed on a national News 
Network.  In order to make your point, youʼre gathering evidence and preparing your ideas.

Audience: Citizens in the state of your choice.

Format: Ten “talking points” that youʼll be able to reference in your interview.  Make sure 
that youʼre prepared for your moment in the spotlight!

Topic: Should the U.S. Federal Government raise the Gas Tax?

Resources:
Each day in class, we will look at different resources.  You can find the links to these resources 
on the class web site: http://dunseith.validusprep.org. 

Guiding Questions:
• What is a user tax?  Is this is a fair type of tax?  Are there other types of user taxes that 

might be collected for repairing American roads?
• What is a regressive tax?  Is this a fair type of tax?  Are there other types of taxes that 

might be collected as an alternative?
• What affect would a raise in the gas tax have on American people?
• Is ten cents an appropriate amount to raise the tax?
• What are some other positive or negative effects of raising the gas tax?
• What is the history of the gas tax?  How has it changed over time?  Why has it 

changed?

http://dunseith.validusprep.org
http://dunseith.validusprep.org

